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President's Note 

Hello fellow Spiritualists.  Spring brings with 

it the energy of rebirth.  Shortly we will see 

new growth happening all around us as 

nature reawakens from its wintery slumber.  

I am looking forward to walking in the 

outdoors without bundling up with layers of 

clothing.  How about you? 

Gentle reminder of our monthly Divine 

Service held every 3rd Saturday of the month 

at 12 pm EST.  All are welcome. 

Celebrate with us National Spiritualism Day 

on March 31 as we recall and acknowledge 

the birth of Modern Spiritualism.   

Save the date(s) for our Lecture Series in 

April and June, with Reverend Brian 

Robertson from the Open Door Sanctuary in 

B.C and Coral Ryder Spirit Artist, UK.  

Details to follow. 

Special thanks to the SCC Board of 

Governors for all their service to this 

wonderful organization and special thanks to 

all our members who make us even greater. 

Blessings,  Rev Angie Morra, President 
 

Editor's Note 
As we usher in Spring 2021, life as we knew it 

looks quite a bit different.  Some things are 

good to relearn…proper handwashing comes 

to mind; however, one of the simplest 

pleasures I found I missed in 2020 was the 

singing of a song in church.  We know that 

this opportunity to ‘lift ev’ry voice and sing’, 

to share an activity that lends itself to 

sharing love & healing which makes such a 

difference to our time spent in Spiritualist 

homes. I’m grateful for many things and 

people and counting my blessings has 

become a simple meditational tool.  The 

lyrics are here, sing it out loud, sing it out 

proud.   
Peace, peachiness and Love, 

Stevie  

This edition:  

Spotlight on…we continue our trip through the 

Spiritualist History of Canada with T.J. Gibson. 

 

Check out a back issue or two of the SCC newsletters 

at the Spiritualist Church of Canada website:  
https://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/index.php/even

ts-and-news/president-s-message-newsletters 
 

Contact us: 
newsletter@spiritualistchurchofcanada.com 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
https://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/index.php/events-and-news/president-s-message-newsletters
https://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/index.php/events-and-news/president-s-message-newsletters
mailto:newsletter@spiritualistchurchofcanada.com
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Inspiration 
  

I ask the Great Unseen Healing Force 
To remove all obstructions from my mind 

and body 
And to restore me to perfect health. 
I ask this in all sincerity and honesty 

And I will do my part. 
 

I ask this Great Unseen Healing Force 
To help both present and absent ones 

Who are in need of help 
And to restore them to perfect health. 

I put my trust in the love and Power of God. 
 

Inspirational  
May life flow easily with energy. 

May challenges when they come weigh lightly 
May love shine brightly 

And often through your days. 
 

May comfort and friendship 
be your twin companions 

May health and happiness abound in you 
May all be connected 

 
Discouragement and separation 

Make us forget our strength, courage, and humour 
Let this Season of Light bring you hope 

These huge changes will ultimately heal our Earth, 
No matter how they may appear now. 

-Heather Pigden 

Spirit’s Reading Corner  

Spiritualism: A Way of Life 

Elizabeth Harris, 1995 

 

 When this book came to me 

via digging through an 

overflowing shelf  in a 

downtown second-hand 

bookstore, I was excited.  

Know why? Because the word Spiritualism 

was part of the title.  Maybe an odd thing to 

be excited by (I admit fully that I am a bit 

odd).  We  

 

don’t find books regarding spiritualism often 

in these shops, and when we do, they do not 

have Spiritualism on the front cover at all, 

let alone as its title.  

 

Mrs Harris was a Spiritualist who believed in 

it thoroughly being the “epitome of all 

religions-the religion of humanity’’.  She 

was a regular contribut0r to the National 

Spiritualist Summit magazine in the US and 

an active member of the Spiritualist Church 

of Canada.   

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
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Through this collection of essays:  from 

healing and healing mediums, to knowing 

oneself to getting to know the God within, 

Mrs. Harris guides us through an education 

on living the fullest of Spiritualist lives.  

 

It may be a little difficult to procure, but I 

suggest checking out www.abebooks.com as 

a starting point for any hard to find book.  

You may also get lucky like I did and find a 

copy in your independent local bookstore.  

 

 

 

Spiritualism’s Historic Dates 
10 June 1854 

The first regular Spiritualist organization 
was formed in New York; the "Society for 
the Diffusion of Spiritual Knowledge," 

and included among its members such 
prominent people as Judge Edmonds and 

Governor Tallmadge of Wisconsin. 
 

28 May 1932 

Issue 1 of Psychic News, Founders: Maurice 

Barbanell, Hannen Swaffer and Arthur 

Findlay 

 

1 June 1935 

First time Albert Hall, London, UK sold out 

for trance address.  Horace S. Hambling 

was a British trance medium who claimed 

that the spirit of Moon Trail, a native 

American who had passed to the 

Summerland, spoke through him.   Moon 

Trail spoke to an audience 3000 strong. 
 

15 May 1965 

Short article in Psychic News congratulating 

Montreal First Spiritualist Church on 

moving from a 1 day a week service in rented 

premises to a ‘7-day psychic week’.  Pastor 

James Snook was a guest speaker on a radio 

programme the previous January. He was 

known for helping and developing mediums 

and the strong healing group within the 

church. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
http://www.abebooks.com/
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12 April 1986 
Editorial written by Psychic News editor Tony 

Ortzen regarding repeated attacks both verbal and 

physical, of, and upon Spiritualists by Christian 

ministers.  The ministers accused Spiritualism as 

being Satanist. Hmmm… 

 

23-26 May 1986 
Wouldn’t you have just loved to attend this one?  

 
 

1 June 1995 
Spiritualist Church of Canada member, Elizabeth 

Harris’ book, ‘Spiritualism: A Way of Life is 

released in Canada and the USA 

Cited from:  

Psychic News in the University of Manitoba Digital Archives 
 Psychic News | digitalcollections.lib.umanitoba.ca 

 

 

 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON… 
Reverend Benjamin Fish Austin  

By T.J. Gibson 

 
Although the word "heresy" most often 
evokes contexts like the infamous "Spanish 
inquisition”, historical accusations of it can 
be found right here in Canada.  Rev. 
Benjamin Fish Austin (1850 – 1933) is one 
such case. 
 
Born in Brighton, in eastern Ontario, his 
original career path as a conventional 
Methodist minister began after earning a 
degree in theology from Albert College in 
Belleville, going on to serve large 
congregations in various parts of the 
province. 
 
Although Rev. Austin's initial primary calling 
was to the Christian ministry, he was 
selected in 1881 to become the first principal 
of Alma College, a prestigious girl's school 
located in St. Thomas, Ontario, over which 
he presided for nearly 20 years. Over the  

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
https://digitalcollections.lib.umanitoba.ca/islandora/object/uofm%3A2939726
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latter years of his involvement at the college, 
Rev. Austin began an in-depth personal study 
of Spiritualism and eventually began to 
believe in its merits. After resigning his 
position at the college and moving to 
Toronto to pursue a more literary career 
alongside his ministry, his approving public 
espousal of Spiritualist principles began to 
draw fire from several fellow Methodist 
clergy of the day, who accused him of 
stepping outside the bounds of traditional 
Christianity. 
 

Placed on trial for "heresy" by Methodist 
authorities in both Windsor and Aylmer 
Ontario, he was expelled from the ministry of 
that church for his beliefs in 1899. Moving to 
the U.S. during the first years of the 20th 
century, he accepted various positions, 
including roles as a Spiritualist pastor and 
once again heading up an educational 
institution at William Smith College for 
Women in Geneva, New York. 
 
It was during this period of his life that he 
entered the publishing industry by founding 
"Reason" magazine, a popular publication in 
Spiritualist circles of the era, which was 
produced by the Austin Publishing 

Company, whose head office he subsequently 
moved to Los Angeles.  
 
Rev. Austin spent his latter years travelling 
the United States lecturing with messages of 
hope based on his Spiritualist beliefs, 
eventually passing into spirit in 1933.  
 
A bit of a mystery surrounds the actual 
location of his final resting place. The 
Canadian Biographical Dictionary states 
that his remains were interred alongside 
those of his wife Amanda in the West Avenue 
Cemetery in St. Thomas, Ontario, although 
subsequent research suggests that he was 
cremated, and his remains scattered in his 
adopted state of California. 
 

 
 
"Every man has an inherent right to know 
all that can be known about Humanity" 
-Benjamin Fish Austin speech in his defense to the Methodist 
Conference regarding Spiritualism 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
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VIRTUAL SERVICES & EVENTS  

Ontario 
The following Member Churches are hosting 

Virtual Services.   This information can be found 

on the SCC website under the ‘Virtual Services’ 

tab.  

 

Church of Universal Love 
If you are interested in our On-Line Meditation or 
Divine Services, please email us on the link provided 
below. 
E M AI L  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
mailto:univerallovetoronto@gmail.com
mailto:univerallovetoronto@gmail.com
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The Healing Spirit 
If you are interested in our on-line Divine Service, 

please click on this link.  
https://zoom.us/j/254546776?pwd=RE9qQTdoNDJN
YVM0YzhURUdTaU5ZZz09 The Meeting ID # 843 
1433 4644 and Password 078035. Services are 
Sunday's at 2:00 PM. (You must use Google search 
engine to open the Zoom Link. It Will not work with 
Chrome). 
S e r v i c e  L i nk  

  
 
 
The Healing Spirit 

 
 

The Spiritualist Society of 

Burlington 
If you are interested in our On-Line Divine Services, 
please connect with us on the link provided below. 
Services are at 11:00 AM Sunday's. 
S e r v i c e  L i nk  

 
 

 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84314334644?pwd=YVIzV2F0U1ZFRmRvbU0zYm9UdmRBZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84314334644?pwd=YVIzV2F0U1ZFRmRvbU0zYm9UdmRBZz09
https://zoom.us/j/254546776?pwd=RE9qQTdoNDJNYVM0YzhURUdTaU5ZZz09
https://zoom.us/j/254546776?pwd=RE9qQTdoNDJNYVM0YzhURUdTaU5ZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/groups/497773267579289/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/497773267579289/
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London Spiritualist Church 
If you are interested in our On-Line Divine Services, 
please email us on the link provided below, and we 
will provide you with our Zoom ID and Password. 
Virtual Zoom services start at 1:30 PM  
E M AI L   

 

Star of Hope Spiritualist Church 
Oshawa 
If you are interested in our On-Line Divine Services, 
please email us on the link provided below, and we 
will provide you with our Zoom ID and Password.  
E M AI L  

Spiritualist Society of Barrie 

If you are interested in our On-Line Meditation and 
Mediumship Development Class, please email us on 
the link provided below, and we will provide you with 
our Zoom ID and Password. Our Services are held on 
Sundays at 7:00 PM.    
EMAIL  
 

The First Spiritualist Church of Galt 
Virtual Services every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. to 
continue until the end of March 2021. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920517488?pwd=N2UvVG1uQ
k5YaXVMcys4bEE0a3F1dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 869 2051 7488                Passcode: 277297 
One tap mobile; 
+15873281099,,86920517488#,,,,,,0#,,277297# Canada 
+16473744685,,86920517488#,,,,,,0#,,277297# Canada 

Join us on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month for 

our All-Message Service starting at 19:00. 

 

Alberta 

Lethbridge Spiritualist Centre 
If you are interested in our On-Line Divine Services, 
please connect with us on the link provided below. 
Email: lethbridgespiritualist@gmail.com   
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/LethbridgeSpiritualistCentre 

 
St. Brigid’s, Edmonton 

  
Disclaimer:  

We are distributors (not publishers) of the promoted events by member 
churches, visitors or third parties. Any services, opinions, advice, 
statements, offers, content and/or other information made available by 
member churches, visitors, and other third parties, are those of the 
respective author(s). We expressly disclaim any liability associated with 
promoted events from member churches, visitors, and other third 
parties. 
 
 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
mailto:EMAIL%20lsc4committee@gmail.com
mailto:EMAIL%20lsc4committee@gmail.com
mailto:info@thestarofhope.org
mailto:info@thestarofhope.org
mailto:president.ssbbarrie@gmail.com
mailto:president.ssbbarrie@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920517488?pwd=N2UvVG1uQk5YaXVMcys4bEE0a3F1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920517488?pwd=N2UvVG1uQk5YaXVMcys4bEE0a3F1dz09
mailto:lethbridgespiritualist@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/LethbridgeSpiritualistCentre
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Count Your Blessings 
Guy Penrod 

When upon life's billows 

You are tempest tossed 

When you are discouraged 

Thinking all is lost 

Count your many blessings 

Name them one by one 

And it will surprise you 

What the lord has done 

Are you ever burdened 

With a load of care? 

Does the cross seem heavy 

You are called to bear? 

Count your many blessings 

Every doubt will fly 

And you will keep singing 

As the days go by 

Count your blessings… 

So, amid the conflict 

Whether great or small 

Do not be discouraged 

God is over all 

Count your many blessings 

Angels will attend 

Help and comfort give you 

To your journey's end 

 

INSPIRATION 

‘People who have a deep inner yearning 

to…heal the sick…take away pain and 

stress…who possess compassion…are 

generous in nature…willing to render service 

without remuneration…only needs 

attunement with the spirit force of healing 

and give it practice.’ 
-Harry Edwards 

 

 

‘A smile or a tear has not nationality; joy 

and sorrow speak alike to all nations, and 

they, above all the confusion of tongues, 

proclaim the brotherhood of man’ 

-Frederick Douglass, former 

slave, abolitionist, orator 

 

 

‘As soon as healing takes place, go out and heal 

somebody else’ 

-Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EXJR_enCA940CA940&sxsrf=ALeKk0244fp825y1DLQgRjBKW-XW4aHy5g:1615318096799&q=Guy+Penrod&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3MCzLLTE3WsTK5V5aqRCQmleUnwIAkhQ0fBsAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiPkO_q-KPvAhUNVa0KHe1rAOIQMTAAegQIAhAD
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Wednesday, 31st March, join the SCC with a virtual zoom FREE Mediumship 

Demonstration Event. Please click here to get your Zoom Link. Limited Space 

Available! There is no registration for this Event. 

 

 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
https://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/scc-upcoming-events
https://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/scc-upcoming-events
https://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/scc-upcoming-events
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For further information please contact: 

education@spiritualistchurchofcanada.com 
 

 

 
 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
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The SCC has developed a ‘New Board’ Training 

Course available to Churches that will be adapted 

specifically to your Church.   

 
This training will be presented in parts, tailored to 
your By-Laws, letters patent, Mission Statement and 
the roles of Pastor and Board members. A 
personalized church binder will be provided for easy 
reference in running your Church. 
 
"Extremely comprehensive course, the reference material and 
examples were helpful.  The fact that a binder full of information 
was prepared for each board member was a bonus!  The time 
spent answering our questions and getting to know the SCC board 
was invaluable.  Thank you, SCC." 

 

Please contact the SCC for further details. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Minister's Professional Resource Day  
Saturday, June 5, 2021, from 10:30 am to 3 pm EST  

As we are still facing health and safety concerns with 
the pandemic The Spiritualist Church of Canada will 
host this event electronically. 

Joining this gathering will fulfill the SCC Minister's 
commitment to attend a Professional 
Development/Resource day at least once every five 
(5) years. This event is free of charge.   

The agenda will focus on the Spiritualist Church of 
Canada's ethics and guidelines for Ministers, a 
review of Marriage Rights applicable in each 
province of Canada and any current 
correspondence/changes from the Government.  It 
will include an Open Discussion on issues Ministers 
are currently facing with the pandemic and overall 
ministry within your Spiritual Community. 

Topics you would like to discuss? 
Email president@spiritualistchurchofcanada.com  by 
the first week of May.  Please confirm your 
attendance to receive the zoom link.   

We look forward to your participation in making 
this Minister's Professional Day a success! 

 

 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
mailto:president@spiritualistchurchofcanada.com
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WE REMEMBER 

 
We received news of the sudden passing of  

Rev. John C. White just a few days ago.  

John is a renowned healer, teacher, medium 

and lecturer.  He was the co-founder and 

Vice President of Spiritual Science Fellowship 

in Montreal and a long-term 

member/resident of Lilydale. His last 

inspirational lecture on 13 Dec 2020 at 

Church of the Living Spirit is shared here: 
https://www.facebook.com/LivingSpiritLD  

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 SCC MEMBER UPDATE 

We continue to monitor this situation in relation to 

our In-Person Courses and will provide updates 

based on the regulations set out by the Federal 

Government.  We hold the world in our prayers and 

thoughts.  Keep Safe. 

Blessings 

 

 

 

 

Last Words/Beginnings 
To our friends and family who passed to Spirit in 

2020, we pray for your continued growth and that 

you were met by loved ones, teachers and guides. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spiritualistchurchofcanada.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingSpiritLD
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